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little knoll.   Methodism, in his own phrase, was
" beginning to begin.35

To the Church, Bristol, with its degraded
colliers at Kingswood, its Dissenters (largely
Quaker), and its atheists, seemed barren ground ;
to Wesley it appeared white for harvest. The
people flocked to hear him, crowding rooms so
that the floors gave in, driving him to stand on
tables in streets, to preach in natural amphi-
theatres ; his fame grew, and he was invited to
Bath. And then, on the day before Easter, 1739,
there was the earliest of those manifestations
which were his wonder and (at first) his supreme
joy. A young man listening to him was seized
with a violent trembling and collapsed ; but on
the congregation calling upon God, he found
" peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." The signal
instances of God's mercy increased in number, in
violence, in strangeness. Sometimes the people
on either side of Wesley were mown down in
swathes ; at others, individuals fell in paroxysms
of bodily anguish, shrieked, fought, foamed at
the mouth, the attacks sometimes continuing for
days. They were being born again, born of God,
but it was they who suffered the indescribable
pains of child-bearing. Wesley's imagery again
and again expresses this, even when the event
was not quite successful, as once when they had
grieved the jealous God by questioning his work.
" The children came to the birth," he recorded,
"but there was not strength to bring forth."